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They’re here
now!

Leatherbacks swim 6,000 miles
from Indonesia to California to
Feed on Jellyfish ~ August —
December
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West coast
sanctuaries and
adjacent ocean

provide one of the
most important
feeding areas in the
entire world for
leatherbacks and is a
significant migratory
corridor for
loggerheads
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Green sea turtles,

olive ridleys also

seen along West
Coast
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The Leatherback Conservation Area
|:] Leatherback Conservation Area

Monterey Bay Marine Sancturay

Gulf of Farallones Marine Sanctuary

Cordell Banks Marine Sanctuary
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= " Leatherback Sea Turtle Sightings
oft the California Coast, 1990-2003
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Aerial line-transect surveys were conducted for sea turtles @
and marine mammals from 15 August and 15 November e
in 10 of 14 years between 1990 and 2003. Data courtesy of M T T T T T
NOAA Fisheries, Southwest Fisheries Science Center, as published in: ‘»\ 0 20 40

Benson SR, Forney KA, Harvey JT, Carretta JV, and Dutton PH.

Abundance, distribution, and habitat of leatherback turtles
(Dermochelys coriacea) off California, 1990-2003. N
Fishery Bulletin, 105(3): 337-347. "
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@ Leatherback sightings 1990-2003 ® flightpath waypoints ‘*--;.

California State Waters -------- survey path ®

Map prepared by Ben Enticknap, Oceana. January 9, 2009




> Conghine Eisheniesthhreatensealiurties

Shallow-set swordfish longlines snare loggerhead sea turtles at a rate 10 1
times greater--and leatherbacks at a rate approximately 3 times greater--
than deep-set longlines targeting tuna
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. Major loggerhead nesting areas @ Selected loggerhead feeding areas = =— Loggerhead migration

‘ Major leatherback nesting areas & Selected leatherback feeding areas =——===5 Leatherback migration

Seafloor relief map created by Peter Sloss, NOAA. Bycatch estimates for the Pacific Basin from Lewison et al. (2004).
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Rapid population declines continued [ Terengganu, Malaysia and Las
despite researchers and government Baulas, Cosla Rica leatherback
efforts in Malaysia and Mexico to:

nesting populations.

- Protect nesting beaches

- Costa Rica

- ban consumption of eggs
- Malaysia
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- conduct public education campaigns |

- in Malaysia deposited 100% of eggs

in hatchery

nent of Fishanas, Teenppanu, Malaysia




Longline fishing is an industrial fishing method with high “by-catch” —
non-target species such as sea turtles, sharks, sea birds and marine
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Longlines, which set up to 5 million baited hooks set each day on 100,000 miles of line
throughout the world's oceans, kill a wide range of marine species, including the critically
endangered Pacific leatherback sea turtle.

Turtle)with longline
- hookin its mouth




Circle hook

S

- Still captures sea turtles - e.g. Hawaii fishery shut in 2006

« Have not been shown to prevent or reduce marine mammal bycatch,
sharks or other non-target species

« Should not “experiment” on populations of critically endangered species




67,200 deadly hooks
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All based on Hawaii Idngline fishery and drift
gillnet — both closed due to sea turtle capture




By-catch from new Iongllne vessel
60 % by-catch; 40 % swordfish




West Coast Histonc Management
Prohibits Congline Eishing
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* A commercial longline industry has never existed in
West Coast Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) — 200

miles

» The California State Legislature explicitly banned all
forms of longline fishing in the EEZ in 1990 (Fish and
Game Section 9028 was enacted by SB 1080)

 Longline EFP would reverse historic management to
protect marine biodiversity off the U.S. West Coast




tornew:swordiishifishery

« California Coastal Commission
« California Department of Fish & Game
« California State Legislature — Assembly Joint Resolution 62

« California Ocean Protection Council established by Governor
Schwarzenegger

« California Congressional delegation signed Dear Colleague letter

» 120+ scientists signed a joint statement opposing the new
swordfish fishery

» 25,000+ public letters/emails have been sent to NMFS & the
Pacific Fishery Management Council opposing the new longline
swordfish fishery

*Environmental & Recreational Fishing NGOs

Sea Turtle Restoration Project, Oceana, Sierra Club, Defenders of Wildlife,
Center for Biological Diversity, Humane Society of the United States,
Friends of the Earth, United Anglers of Southern California, Coastside
Fishing Club, International Game Fish Association




Longline Permitisinconsistent wuth ,
“the National Marine Sanctuaries Act -~
and Nlanagement Plans:
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GulifeRthe Farallnes Nl\llé

Sanctuary Advisory Council
Please oppose the new longline swordfish
fishery with a resolution
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Join the opposition to
destructive longline
fishing

Help Protect the West
Coast’s Imperiled Sea

Turtle Populations and
Marine Wildlife
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